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Happy New Year and welcome to the first
issue of Adelaide Autism Adventures for
20121

news

numerous disability/ASD xmas parties

that our readers attended. As always
suretfhdradoy ode dd eo ! Thes
Awareness Angels, the monthly calendar
and lots of laughs to be had.

Well we have officially survived the silly
season and wedre
exhausted by the whole shebang as we
are, so lets raise a glass to the fact that
we have a whole year before we have to
do this all again. Dondt
Wedve got the inside
going to be a big year for ASD awareness

in South Australia and are eagerly looking us.
forward to attending lots of big events,
including the annual Rainbow Autism Day
which will be celebrated on Friday 27th
April.

This month we introduce to the  Northern
Car er 0 s &nheliavedhe fleasure of
featuring a family story from Dianne Hill.

Make sur e
SA6 for a

number of big

InFocus A Nort her n

Northern Carers Network (NCN) is a self
e managed support organisation which is funded by
e the Federal Government to provide assistance

for carers living in the councils of Gawler,
Playford, Port Adelaide Enfield, Salisbury and Tea Tree
Gully. They offer respite services, advocacy, education,
information, counselling or telephone support, support
groups, and a range of social and recreational activities.
NCN also runs Breakthru 6 a program to support young
carers and siblings of people with disabilities who are
themselves between the ages of 7 -18years. A variety of
courses, workshops and seminars are on offer through-
out the year on topics like stress management,
therapeutic massage, manual handling and first aid.

forget
www.adelaideautismadventures.org and
owhécewitti us éntfacebddbl And pl&ase
do tell your friends and family all about

So help your autie/aspie set up their Lego
creation, retreat to your bedroom and
nurse that New Years Eve hangover with a
bottle of water and some Panadol and
enjoy the January issue of Adelaide
Autism Adventures

t oWhcahtedcsk  Noeunt T4&%, Mel
changes to

Carer 0s

organisations as well as some exciting
and
About in Adelaide b

Issue 6 fi January 2012
t . he

develQupame nt s
for reviews_of

Whereds the pu
at the top of the
newsletter?

had
difficulties this month, but
the banner will be back in
Feb.

We O v e S 0ome

to chec

We feature five different

ASD angels in the banner of
each issue of the newsletter.
These images will not be used
for any marketing purposes;
they serve purely to put a
smile on your face.

Email us your pics to
adelaideautismadventures
@gmail.com

|l ocal

Net wor k

NCN has a support group for parents/caregivers of peo-
ple with ASD, which meets on the first Tuesday of the
month between 9:30 -11:30am & the first meeting for
2012 will be in February. For more information on the
NCN you can visit their website at
http://www.ncnw.org.au, and we recommend keeping in
touch with them through their bi  -monthly newsletter
which you can subscribe to via the website or over the
phone.

Northern Carers Network

Shop 15/130 Peachy Rd, Davoren Park,
Phone: 8284 0388

Email: office@ncnw.org.au

Website: www.ncnhw.org.au
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South Australian Families

" The day | became a
| how | would feel when the child | was holding
| in my arms would be a man. | could not com-
" prehend at the time that, although he was

_ now a separate person, he would always be
part of me.

Dianne

When | look back at that time of my youth and naivety,

| see a young mother only recently removed from her
home town, thrown into a different environment thou-
sands of miles from the family who had supported her
and provided everything she ever felt she needed. | was
the innocent who trusted others completely to do the
right thing. | also see a young woman totally unaware of
the emotions that would engulf her when it dawned on
her that other people she came across, no matter how
caring they appeared,did not hol/ d her
ests as paramount.

When | was entrusted to look after this new life that
had launched itself into my care | had no idea how much
| would need to learn.

When | began to discover that my baby was different,
and that things would be different for me and my son
compared to what other families experienced, | began to

walk a path toward becoming a new person. | had to learn

to stand up for myself, to state clearly and with convic-
tion what | want and, most of all, what | wanted for my
son. Over the years | have learned to notice when things
arendét right. I can now

say

A Dianne Hill

mo t hEhe day | became & mMathértl nevenmealisedrwbat simply

being a mother would entail. | never knew then that it
was not the special moment of connection soon after
birth between mother and son (because | never had
that) and it is not the period of time when a child at-
tends school and needs help with transport to sporting

activities (because | didnodt
mother is the feeling | get when | see a sparkle it my

sonds eyes, hear a chuckle or
the back of his throat, and see him clicking his fingers in

a way that says o0l 6m happy. 6

The day | became a mother | never
knew that | would feel so wonderfully
content when my grown son smiles and
hums to himself when we go for a walk
agethern Ané Imever knew that |
would feel a mighty stab of concern
‘ when | hear him make a noise indicating
Di anneds ga3ReRs or anxiety, or see him act in a
Shaun way that shows fear. | never knew then
that | would be capable of anger: the kind that comes
when | recognise something is not going right for him
and that this something canbe fixed; the kind that
comes with a conviction and drive that that makes me
speak up loudly and fight for his rights as a happy and
independent human being.

~ Dianne, mother to an adult son with ASD
OHey, something needs to

| —

Meltdown

Wide eyes,
Fists clenched,
Screaming with
All your breath.

Sobs come

'‘Go away"'
No comfort in
Toys or play.

Hiding now
Tears subside
Alone is best

My heart howls.

Meg Eusope, mother to a 7yr old son with Aspergers

";- ’ ' ‘
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Parent Piece i Arianne Burcher

Here are some things you will not find in your research
on autism:

You will not learn how this diagnosis will affect your
marriage or other members of your family. You will not

be told how it may fundamentally alter your perceptions
of what is "normal," how it may change your view of hu-
man beings, how it can force you to question small talk
and why we behave the way we do, how it will transform
your outlook on life, how it will change you, how your life
and everything you assumed to be true, is no longer what
you thought.

Having a child with autism may cause you to feel things
you never dreamed possible. You may know moments of
joy and moments of despair you could not have imagined.
You may find yourself going to untold lengths in the hope
of helping your child. You may feel distracted, unable to
concentrate. Your work and career may suffer. You may
learn what it is to be sleep deprived. You will come to
know what it means to feel desperation. You will know
sSorrow in a way no one can prepare you for. You will know
happiness in a way no one can prepare you for. Some-
times you may feel both sorrow and happiness within the
same day, within the same hour, within the same minute.

You may spend money you do not have on yet another
treatment, yet another doctor, yet another specialist,

yet another therapy, yet another intervention, all the
while rationalizing that if it helps, it will all be worth it.
You may contemplate doing things you would have
scoffed at before your child was diagnosed. You may
find yourself trying things that defy logic and have no
medical basis. You may listen to implausible, anecdotal
stories and think -- we will try that next. You may dream
your child is speaking to you in full, complex, beautifully
self aware and revealing sentences. You may wake from
those dreams believing for a few seconds they were real

and not a dream. You will pray that you might dream
again. You will welcome sleep, as you never believed pos-
sible. You may ache with sadness because your child is
crying and in pain and your presence brings them no sol-
ace. That ache may become unbearable when your child
hits themselves in the face, bites their own arm or hand,
punches their own legs or stomach. You may question
every maternal instinct you have.

You may feel ecstasy from being hugged, unprompted.
You may feel the exquisite joy from having your child
reach for you, ask for you or look at you. You may know
the joy that comes from seeing your child work so hard

at something that does not come easily to them. You may
celebrate when they use the bathroom unaided, drink
from a cup, sleep for more than a few hours without
waking you, try a new food or simply acknowledge your
presence. You may feel a gratitude you would not have
believed possible. You may cry from happiness when they
say a word, any word, even if you are the only person who
can understand what the word is. You will know what it is
to appreciate commonplace things -- eye contact, the
correct use of the word "me," "you" and "I," physical
contact initiated by your child, a word, any word spoken

or a smile.

You will feel a fierce love for your child that seems to
come from a place that is not of this world. You will know
what it is to love unconditionally and you will understand
what that really means.

~ Arianne Burcher, mother to a daughter with autism
© 2006 62007 Emma's Hope Book

NOTE: We found this piece
Hope Book, 6 which can be
http://www.emmashopebook.com. Arianne Burcher re-
tains all rights to this piece.

Every
Australian

Counts

www.everyaustraliancounts.com.au

TAKE ACTIO!

disability and their families
to achieve independence

Would you be willing to share your story?

We are asking for personal stories from parents/caregivers, family members,
individuals and therapists/care workers.

There is no right or wrong way to write a personal story; it can be an overall intro
to your family or can focus on a specific part of your journey, like diagnosis or a milestone
achievement. It can focus on the highs or the lows. Stories can be between 400

-600 words

Let us know if you would feel more comfortable remaining anonymous.
Send your contributions or feedback to adelaideautismadventures@gmail.com

This is your newsletter; be a part of it :)
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January Calendar 2012

OASD Families Living in SAO Famiiesindeyto li2 aegiste@ed With @respite cegtee.
Wildlife Park The staff to child ratio is 1:2 and this trip is to the
Come and enjoy at day out with other ASD families and Heritage Farm Railway at Littlehampton.

see wombats, dingos, echidnas, fruit bats, meerkats and When: Wednesday 11" January, from 9:15am & 3pm
monkeys to name a few. You can cuddle a koala and walk  \nere: drop off and pick up at Uniting Care Wesley

amongst the kangaroos and wallabies. We will be meeting  gowden from car park at 9:15am at 77 Gibson St,

at the front gate at 10am Bowden.
When: Friday 6 ™ January, from 10am Lunch: provided & sandwiches (vegemite, cheese, ham),
Where: Gorge Wildlife Park @ Redden Dr, Cudlee Creek  fryit, plain chips and water. If your child has special die-
Cost: see www.cudo.com.aufor a $19 family price tary requirements please bring own food.
Contact: OAutism Spectrum Dicesoffeder Families Living in
South Australiad on f aceboolontact: Uniting Care Wesley Bowden on 1800 052 222
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/ Website: http://www.ucwb.org.au
164821556952191/
Website: http://www.gorgewildlifepark.com.au/ My Time Holiday Lunch 3086 SUL LI VAN BEACH
myTime My Time is a support group for parents and care
IS School Holiday Social Skills Group (4 -6yrs) @ " givers of children with disabilities, developmen-
~“ Headstart Intervention Services tal delays or chronic health issues. The whole family is
Six session social skills group facilitated by provisional invited to a special holiday lunch, and staff will be avail-
psychologist for children with ASD aged between 4 -6 able to support children and siblings/
years old which will target conversation skills, empathy, When: Monday 16" January, from 10:30am -12:30pm
emotion awareness and management, body language, Where: O&8Sullivan Beach Children
sharing, helping others and turn taking. Program runs on Rd, O6Sullivan Beach.

Mondays and Tuesdays for three consecutive weeks. Cost: free. Please bring a salad to share

When: Starting Monday 9 ™" January at 2.30pm -3.30pM  qptact: Sue on 8382 2850 or Suzanne.obrien@sa.gov.au
Where: 78 Goodwood Rd, Wayville Website: http://www.mytime.net.au/

Cost: $200 per child for the six session program. HCWA
funding use approved.

Contact: 8373 4531 or admin@headstartis.com.au
Website: http://www.headstartis.com.au/

Making Learning Accessible with the iPad

This Workshop will provide an introduction to the
range of assistive technology apps that are available to
support curriculum implementation for students with

IS School Holiday Social Skills Group (7 -9yrs) @  special education needs. Participants will also explore

Headstart Intervention Services the accessibility features built in to the latest version
Six session social skills group facilitated by provisional of the i Padds operating system a
psychologist for children with ASD aged between 7 -9 these supports to access the curriculum.
years old which will target conversation skills, empathy, When: Tuesday 17" January from 9:30am -12:00pm,
emotion awareness and management, body language, repeat from 1:00 -3:30pm
sharing, helping others and turn taking. Program runs on Where: SERU, 72A Malborough St, Henley Beach
Mondays and Tuesdays for three consecutive weeks. Cost: $16.50
When: Starting Monday 9 " January at 2.30pm -3.30pm Booking: 8235 2871 or deb.mcguiggan@seru.sa.edu.au
Where: 78 Goodwood Rd, Wayville Contact: Jim Sprialis on 8235 2871 or
Cost: $200 per child for the six session program. HCWA jim.sprialis@seru.sa.edu.au

funding use approved.
Contact: 8373 4531 or admin@headstartis.com.au
Website: http://www.headstartis.com.au/

Website: http://web.seru.sa.edu.au/

eBook Creation with the iPad: Which App?

s ., Hands on session in which participants will create
&p Footprints Holiday Program 8 Train Ride @ various eBooks using a number of apps. A rubric will be
Heritage Farm Railway provided to assist in evaluating the building and playback
Footprints Holiday Programs are run by Uniting Care features of eBooks within these apps. There will be a
Wesley Bowden and have been designed specifically for  particular focus on the ePub format and issues and solu-
school aged children with ASD and special needs. tions around the creation and insertion of the various
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multimodal components of this format.

Where: SERU, 72A Malborough St, Henley Beach

Cost: $16.50

Booking: 8235 2871 or deb.mcguiggan@seru.sa.edu.au
Contact: Jim Sprialis on 8235 2871 or
jim.sprialis@seru.sa.edu.au

Website: http://web.seru.sa.edu.au/

Noivta TEENZONEG®s 700s
Join Novita and their Teenzone vacation care
program and boogie down
with DJ Fish the Fatman, face painting, games, prizes
and disco lights. Dress up to win the best dressed prize!
When: Friday 20 ™ January, from 1:30 -3:30pm
Where: Novita Theatre, 171 Days Rd, Regency Park
Cost: $5 per child . Children who are not booked in the
Teenzone program need to be accompanied by an adult.
Adults Free.
Contact: Novita on 8243 8282
Website:  http://www.novita.org.au/

at

we
M Footprints Holiday Program & Motor Museum

Footprints Holiday Programs are run by Uniting
Care Wesley Bowden and have been designed

specifically for school aged children with ASD and

special needs. Families need to be registered with a

respite centre. The staff to child ratio is 1:2 and this

trip is to the National Motor Museum.

When: Friday 20 ™ January, from 9:15am & 3pm

Where: drop off and pick up at Uniting Care Wesley

Bowden from car park at 9:15am at 77 Gibson St,

Bowden.

Lunch: provided & sandwiches (vegemite, cheese, ham),

fruit, plain chips and water. If your child has special

dietary requirements please bring own food.

Cost: free

Contact: Uniting Care Wesley Bowden on 1800 052 222

Website: http://www.ucwb.org.au

Introduction to Apps for Speech and Language
(SERU)

This session has a focus on speech and language develop-
ment apps and participants will have an opportunity to
explore a range of apps on
of website to preview apps covered will also be shared.
When: Monday 23" January, from 11:45am & 1:00pm
Where: SERU, 72A Malborough St, Henley Beach

Cost: $5.50

Contact: 8235 2871 or deb.mcguiggan@seru.sa.edu.au
Website: http://web.seru.sa.edu.au/

Make It and Take It Afternoon @ SERU

Come and learn how to create your own visual re-
sources using Boardmaker. Participants will leave with
their own laminated visual resource. Bookings essential.
When: Monday 23 " January, from 1:30 -3:30pm
Where: SERU, 72A Malborough St, Henley Beach

Cost: $16.50

Contact: 8235 2871 or

DWebsited http://web.seru.sa.edu.au/

t

S

\“J%\“ MdtrdliaPaGES 706s party
Australia Day Aussie, Aussie, Aussie, Ol OI Ol!l!!
When: Thursday 26 ™ January

First Day of School

The kiddies are officially back at school as of Monday
30™ January

Positive Partnerships Online
Worshops

The Positive Partnerships online learning courses are
fully funded by DEEWR (Australian Government
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace
Relations). They cover topics such as @sing evidence to
gui de
transi@oomendc atd wlnl, ydi rag.dd
You can register and access the workshops at
http://www.autismtraining.com.au

deb.mcquiggan@seru.sa.edu.au

deci sposi makéengebBaviour

Heard about or planning an event or workshop?
We are a state wide newsletter so please do
give us a heads up if you come across any
events in regional areas

Let us know about it at
adelaideautismadventures@gmail.com

FRUOs training iPads. A |

S t
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Funs Kids Holiday Events

NOTE: These are NOT_ASD or disability specific events
and attendance at these events is up to the discretion

of the parent/caregiver. Be aware that large crowds and
noisy environments may be particularly challenging for
some ASD individuals. Also be aware of safety issues re
fencing etc. Please contact the provider to ensure that
the event is suitable for your child and see how they can
accommodate your needs

¥

Groovy Chicks & Pirate Ships FREE Holiday

& programs - GLENELG
The City of Holdfast Bay is offering these fantastic
FREE events for kids during the summer school holidays.
Groovy Chicks and Pirate Ships will be running the action
packed sessions for the kids, including take home crafts,
fun games, activities and more.
When: Running on Wednesdays 4™ 11" 18" and 25™ of
January
Times: three sessions each day from 10:30
11:30- 12:15 pm, and 1:00- 1:45 pm
Where: ©6January Fun @ the
Contact: BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 8336 1605
Website: http://www.groovychicksandpirateships.com.au

- 11:15 am,

B.%»;P%ﬁ Disney Live! Mickeyds
Mickey Mouse and his band of friends,
Minnie Mouse, Donald Duck and Goofy, will

perform alongside more than 25 Disney stars in the mu-

sical extravaganza Disney Live!

When: Monday 23 ™ and Tuesday 24" of January, shows

start at 10am and 1pm

Where: Adelaide Entertainment Centre

Cost: A Reserve: $36.50 (family $135), B Reserve:

$29.50 (family $105)

Contact: Ticketek online at www.ticketek .com

or phone 132 849

Website: http://www.disney.com.au/disneylive/

Semaphore Summer Carnival
The Semaphore Summer Carnival has a great variety of
amusement rides, sideshow games & activities for all
ages with thrill rides, family & children's rides, bungy
trampolines, temporary Tattoos & Australia's largest
slide/combo Bounce.

FREE CHILDREN'S ENTERTAINMENT every Sunday
from 2pm - roaming performers, entertainers, magicians,
themed shows + more.

FREE FIREWORKS displays on New Years' Eve at mid-
night & Australia Day at 9.30pm
When: open daily from 11am till late until Sunday 29

th of

BatheiDVMo s el ey

January

Where: Semaphore Foreshore, near Jetty
Cost: free entry, amusements start from $5pp
Website: http://www.portenf.sa.gov.au/

Kids Camera ACTION! Film Making for Kids Holiday
Workshops - MITCHAM

Kids Camera Action! is a film making school for kids aged
8-12 years. Kids are taught the fundamentals of basic
film production. Each child has the opportunity to be the
director, assisting with camera operation, scouting loca-
tions, acting out the scenes and much more.

When: Tuesday 17" to Thursday 19 " January, from
9am-3pm daily

Where: Mitcham Cultural Village, 103 Princes Road,
Mitcham

Please Note: Only be offering Film Making at Mitcham in
January. Editing is available at Fullarton but Screen Act-
ing and Editing are components that will be reintroduced
to Mitcham in April.

Cost: Film Making Only 6 $200 ($15 extra for a copy of
Square, Glenelg
Contact: 8276 6311 or info@kidscameraaction.com
Website: http://www.kidscameraaction.com

Kids Camera AGTEON!i FimaMaking for Kids Holiday
Workshops - FULLARTON
Kids Camera Action! is a film making school for kids aged
8-12 years. Kids are taught the fundamentals of basic
film production. Each child has the opportunity to be the
director, assisting with camera operation, scouting loca-
tions, acting out the scenes and much more.
When: Monday 23 ", Tuesday 24", Wednesday 25" and
Friday 27 ' of January, from 9am -3pm daily.
Where: Fullarton Community Centre - 411 Fullarton
Road, Fullarton
Cost: Film Making Only 0 $200 ($15 extra for DVD),
Film Making and Editing &270 ($15 extra for
DVD)
Contact: 8276 6311 or info@kidscameraaction.com
Website: http://www.kidscameraaction.com
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Community Noticeboard

Expressions of Interest Sought i
Hanenos

gfdlk»

- R .
parents4kiclsgy DI RE F I o o-rotEinmpeoBver i ng Chii

OTal KAbi | i tyo6t canRle aocMo rteh etihranP ot e mtENRYS SOONDV D f

Speech Pathology riy ud

Wo r_d @ dalk Speech Pathology
Talk Speech Pathology is looking for expressions of
interest from parents who would like to attend the
Hanen courses
both Of which are Parent training courses designed
specifically For children at different stages on the
autism spectrum. Both programs are run over 8 weeks in
small parent groups with a number of individual sessions.
The trainings will be run by Penny Miller, who is a
Hanen® Certified Speech and Language Pathologist out
of the Broadview clinic interm 12012,
For more information or to express your Interest
please contact them using the below info
Contact: 8367 6766 or email
reception@talkspeechpathology.com.au

ASD Families and Individuals Speak Up

Tara is a member of the Consumer Advisory Group to
the newly formed State Wide Autism Project (SWAP),
and attended the first official meeting in December of
last year. Its early days at this stage but later in the
year she will be asking for input from the ASD
community in regards to experience with service
provision in South Australia and individual experiences as
a parent/caregiver, service professional, or ASD
individual to feed back to the group and pass on to the
SWAP to help inform decision and policy making. Tara
will keep in touch through this newsletter and the
Adelaide Autism Adventures facebook page.

Take Heart laygro

(;;;) Connect with Take Heart Inc on Facebook

r Take Heart is a playgroup for children of all

ages who have or are suspected of having ASD and their
families. The playgroup operates our of Morphett Vale
during school terms and kids are encouraged to engage in
gross motor, fine motor and sensory play activities dur-
ing the session. Take Heart will be offering a new library
service to families which will include resources like
Boardmaker®, gross motor equipment as well as reading
materials. They are new to facebook so head on over
and say hello at
https://www.facebook.com/takeheartplaygroup

oTal kAbilityo

Parents4kids have produced this DVD with the support
of Adelaide families, educators, therapists, and two SA
based grant funding bodies. This resource includes

padeeMoseot has, Wandis®troduction

two certified practitioners, case studies, insights for
educators, insights for therapists, and a special
international feature. It is available for free for a
limited time and people interested in obtaining a copy
should visit the Parents4Kids website at
www.parents4kids.org.au

CAMP
fvﬁvﬁ BIG CHANGES TO CAMP AUTISM INC SA
@ Y
\\%},_.ﬁ&'@ In the last issue we said farewell to Coby as one

auriswine of the SA coordinators of Camp Autism Inc SA
and now we are also saying a fond sayonara to lan the
other half of the Camp Autism SA coordinator duo. As
with Coby, lan will be missed and we would like to thank
him and his family for all their hard work, generosity and
dedication over the past 3 years.

We are pleased to announce that two high spirited and
enthusiastic SA mums have stepped up to the challenge
and so our new SA coordinators are the lovely Cassandra
Letton and Tammy Gigon. Cassandra is currently on trial
as a coordinator with a view to take on the role perma-
nently and Tammy will be the assistant coordinator for
SA. We welcome the girls and look forward to spending
time with them when we attend the Normanville camp
later in the year.

There are also some format changes being made to the
way in which the SA chapter camps operate; this mainly
being the choosing of specific themes for individual
camps. This is a directive from the founders and
executive team of Camp Autism Inc.. The upcoming Clare
camp wil |l retain its oMad
are at the discretion of the founders. Please direct any
concerns you may have regarding this change to the
founders rather than our SA coordinators via email at
camp_autism@bigpond.com

Website: http://www.campautism.org/

Hatt e

Want to get a message out?

Send it to us at
adelaideautismadventures@gmail.com
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What s New I n South Australi a

New Support Group i Picking Up the Pieces d Working Towards State Early Intervention
This support group for parents/carers and family 4 Program

members of ASD individuals, suspected ASD or PDD - s Rick Neagle is the father of an ASD son and

NOS wi || be run out of Autisims SAlhse Bfésicésntandf wi hé melkittic
for the first time this month. Picking up the Pieces aims Di s a b 04 poltticaldarty which aims to represent all
to provide advocacy, support, resources, and raise com- Australians with disabilities, and their car-
munity awareness of ASD. No créche available. ers/supporters. This month Rick has set aside time in his
When: Last Friday of each month starting 27th Jan busy schedule to talk to fellow
Where: Training Room, Autism SA 262 Marion Rd, ing Autism  Spectrum Disorder in South Australia. In
Netley early December he met w
Contact: Louise Potter 0433 437 688 or tor Nick Xenophon to discuss the implementation of ro-
loulou1902@live.com bust and evidence based models of early intervention in
our home state. Later in the month the pair met with Dr
New Autism SA Merchandise i 6Stick your neck out for James Morton and Stuart Giles, board members of the
auti j prestigious AEIOU program which runs in Queensland, to
MEET THE NEWEST MEMBERS further discuss the issue. AEIOU is a not for profit

OF THE AUTISM SA organisation dedicated to providing a professional,

full -time early intervention programs for children aged

2 ¥ to 6yrs who have been diagnosed with ASD.
- Dr Morton is Chairman of AEIOU and is an oncologist by
AUTISM SA MERCHANDISE RANGE trade, a passionate philanthropist, father to an ASD son,
and the 2011 Young Entrepreneur of the year.

On behalf of the SA ASD community we would like to
thank Rick Neagle and Senator Xenophon for all their
work this month in working to secure a brighter future

of ASD kids and their families.

You can connect with Dignity for Disability on the web

Autism SA is selling these cute little giraffe toys as a http.//www.d4d.org.au/

fundraiser and they are available for purchase for $10 https.//www.facebook.com/DignityforDisability

from the reception desk at their offices at Netley or For more information on the AEIOU Foundation please
you can download an order form from the Autism SA visit http.//aeiou.org.au/

website. Alternatively you can contact David Palmer,
Fundraising and Communications Officer, on 8462 0652 Special Guest at Adel aideds 201
to order over the phone. So ® s ° CThis ypar Adelaide @it Have @ specialfgoest
autismd and take one home to @ coming to town to help celebrate Autism Rain-

MEMERY how Day (ARD). Autism Rainbow Day is an ini-

tiative of Rainbowland Autism Services and is a global

ZZ%T Army of Autism Awareness Angels FLASH event to celebrate the achievements of ASD individuals

Anjels MOB!!!I and to raise awareness. Flying over to spend the day is
The Army of Autism Awareness Angels are Declan Sykes!!!! Cant remember where you have heard

looking for people who would like to participate in their that name? Hearing his singing might jog your memory as

secret upcoming flash mob to raise public awareness for he is the talented young man who was one of the con-

ASD. For those of you who may not be familiar with testants in this years ©6X Facto

flash mobs, it is basically when a group of seemingly nation that he himself is on the spectrum.

uncoordinated people assemble in a public place and This year Autism Rainbow Day will be celebrated on

suddenly stage a surprise choreographed performance. FRIDAY 27th April.

We cant wait to see the footage when its released! To You can keep up to date with all the ARD news by con-

join the Angels flash mob please visit their facebook necting with the days facebook page at

page at https://www.facebook.com/autismrainbowday

https://www.facebook.com/armyofautismawareness
angels and follow the prompts to join the secret group.
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Out and About in Adelaide
‘_-f’ Campbelltown Council Special Christmas Party

".* » | received an invitation from the Campbelltown Council (my local) to a party being held

: for families in the community living with disabilities. This was a first for the Campbell-
town council and we have lived in this area for quite a few years and this is the first time

I have attended anything like this.  On Thursday the 15 ™ December after a busy day, |
grabbed my family and we headed down to the function centre at the council chambers
where we were greeted by a number of friendly faces. Inside the hall there were a num-
ber of tables set up tables for the families and lots of food and drinks for everyone to share. My children found it

amusing (l'i ke most of the other children), to run around e
ple manning the door to ensure no little ones went missing.
There was entertainment, provided by the Ticklish Allsorts, with lots of fun games and Christmas songs dit was an

awesome sigh to see all the children singing and dancing along. TJ, my youngest with ASD, enjoyed getting up close
to the gentleman playing the guitar, as he just loves music. They also put on games and it was nice to see some new
faces from my local community who have kids with ASD, and some familiar ones like Alison and Shane Dix with their
kids (founders of Rainbowland Autism Services). We would like to thank everyone involved in the Christmas party
for putting it together and showing the ASD and disability community that they care.

2011 Christmas Party for Special Children

¢ The annual nationwide Christmas Party for Special Children is a project run in

; conjunction with The Salvation Army and supported by a number of media companies to
provide a Christmas Party for children with a variety of special needs. In SAitis held

@ at the Adelaide Zoo, and this was my first year to snag some tickets. So with bags
packed (and | mean bags) and the sun shining bright, TJ and | joined the bustling
queue to getin &1 was a little nervous about how long we would have to wait but their
were lots of volunteers handing out the entry wristbands that the line moved quickly.

TJ and | received our wristbands and admission time to see the famous pandas, and we
meet up with some of our friends.

As we walked around the zoo we were given goodie bags, sausage sizzle, drinks, fruit, ice creams
and some pretty cool hats and the wandering entertainers were wonderful d musicians, face
painters, target games for the more sporty types. They also had a range of enticingly cool
slushies, and like all of the above mentioned treats and admission, it was all free! There were
volunteers everywhere you looked, all helping to make the day enjoyable. And there were wan-
dering characters too, with Batman and Superman catching the eye of a few ladies . Families and
children all seemed to really be enjoying the day and the zoo animals all seemed to be showing
off for the crowds. The day ended with very tired but happy children, and on our way out we

went and collected a present from Santa. They day was well organised and all the people who
worked together for this and contributed their time are amazing in my book. Their generosity Joshua with Batman!
was humbling and its wonderful to know that there are people put there helping those who need

it and bringing smiles to the faces of families who are doing it tough.

TJ with Superman!

Zeke, lzzy and Lachie with T oy St or y 6Fhisyears soft toy from Live entertainment!
Jessie, Buzz and Sheriff Woody. Format Homes
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Out and About in Adelaide

“dAutism Spectrum Disorder Families Livin
A number of lucky families came together to celebrate the season at a Christmas party
organised by the lovely Bronwyn and Paul Ryan, who founded the Autism Spectrum
Disorder Families Living in SA facebook group. The fun filled day included face paint-
i ng, BBQ |l unch, delicious cupcakes from Kyl ie:
bouncy castle and a visit from the man in red himself! The bouncy castle was a big hit
with kids and parents alike, and more than one mum or dad was seen jumping around in
Hayden & Sant a Rjpydus abandonfitwhich made for some excellent photos. Everyone was very excited
that Santa joined the party, and all the parents were very impressed with the under-
standing, patience and fun spirit that Santa brought along with him. A huge thanks go to Brownyn and Ryan as the
organisers, and to the following organisations who sponsored the day and donated time and goods to ensure that
everyone had a blast; Camp Autism |Inc SA, Keepsake Photogr a
Loxton, Burnside Bakers Delight, Jo Davey Face Painting, Busy Bouncers Castle & Party Hire, and the Rotary Club of
Hyde Park.

Dylan and Santa Santa and Ryan

We had some extra space this month so we opened it up to our families on facebook to show us what their ASD
superstars have been up to

Josh having a wow of a Oliver is super excited Radiant snap of Jaimon @ Kaitlyn in her Christmas
time @ The Beachhouse with his new Woody doll the Mckenzie Falls best on xmas morning

TJ enjoying his brand new Izzy and the sheer joy of a Zeke swimming for the first time
swimming pool 6slip n slidebd with floaties
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hnaels Army of Autism Awareness Angels News

Lots to report this month as the Angels have been working their metaphorical wings
# off in the last month. As mentioned in the last update, Angels Brooke and Karen had
¢ their official meeting with MP Mark Butler; Federal Minister for Mental Health &
Ageing, Minister Assisting the Prime Minister on Mental Health Reform, and Minis-
| ter for Social Inclusion. The primary topic of discussion was the Angels platform to
E see specific ASD Support Officers instated in all South Australian schools as a mat-
-1 ter of urgency, and the Angels provided Mark with an example of a working position
description for said officers with a focus on the role of supporting ASD students

and their families. Mark Butler has undertaken to formally write to colleague Peter
Garrett MP, Minister for School Education, Early Childhood and Youth regarding the
proposed program. Brooke and Karen also took the opportunity to highlight the lack of basic and vital therapy ser-
vice provision in their local area (Western Suburbs) and the importance of both early intervention and ongoing in-
tervention, which the Federal Government itself has said to recognise. The meeting finished with a plan to meet
again in February to discuss progress.

Angels Brooke and Karen

The Angels are working hard to spread the ASD awareness message and did this in a

novel way by managing to get their logo plastered on a drag car driven by Damo

Peronace at the FUCHS Centennial 1/8th Mile Challenge at the Adelaide International

Raceway in November. Spreading the message through bumper stickers will be available

to the general public this month thanks to the generosity of Nikki Moore, who has

donated 500 stickers with the Angels logo and slogan, o0/ 6 m auti sm aomar e,
them. Nikki herself, not the Army of Autism Awareness Angels, will be selling these
Autism Aware attheRaces gt j ckers and all proceeds are being donated to
Stickers are available for purchase now and can be purchased for $1 each. After the

22nd of January orders will require a 10 sticker minimum. To order yours send Nikki

and email atnjderoos4@bigpond.com. Hurry up as these are sure to sell out quickly!

For more information on the  MyT7ime Program and to see where your local group is run,

please visit http://www.mytime.net.au/

Brooke herself has been in the media spotlight with a feature in the December issue
Get your sticker now of Link Magazine where she talked about her hopes and ambitions for 2012 and has
been nominated for not one, but TWO, awards on Australia Day and we wish her all the
best!

The Angels are also looking for people willing to help them spread the message through a fun and exciting medium

0 a FLASH MOB. This project is being kept secret and only those who register to be involved in the event are

given details, so sorry people but we cant dish you all of the dirt yet. For those of you unfamiliar with the flash

mob phenomenon, it is basically when a group of seemingly uncoordinated people assemble in a public place and sud-
denly stage a surprise choreographed performance. We cant wait to see the footage when its released! To join the
Angels flash mob please visit their facebook i ~ page at

Christmas Angels
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